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ACCEPTANCE OF AERONAUTICAL PARTS 


Introduction 


1.1. This Airworthiness Notice is issued for information and 


guidance pending the formal issue of a British Civil Air- 
worthiness Requirement (BCAR) to cover procurement of 
aeronautical parts and should be read in conjunction with 
the appropriate Chapters of BCAR Section A and particu- 
larly Sub-section A3, A4 and A8, which define the 
responsibilities of:— 


(a) a person or organisation accepting aeronautical parts 


from suppliers and intending to incorporate those parts 
into an aircraft, its engines, propellers, or equipment. 


(b) an organisation placing sub-contract orders on 


companies which do not hold CAA approval. 
For the purpose of this Notice the following definitions 


apply:— 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Aeronautical Parts are items intended for incorporation 
into an aircraft, its engines, propellers, or equipment, 
being items: 

(i) the failure or partial failure of which could adversely 
affect the continuing airworthiness or reliability of 
the aircraft or the safety of its occupants, or 

(ii) prescribed in the Air Navigation Order and not 
specifically exempted from approval, or 


(iii) prescribed in the Requirements. 


The User is the person or organisation incorporating the 
aeronautical part into an aircraft, its engines, propellers, 
or equipment. 


An Approved Certificate is a certification document, con- 
forming with the requirements of BCAR Sub-section A8, 
provided by a supplier of aeronautical parts who holds 
CAA Organisation Approval in Group Al, A2, B2, Cl or 


C2. 
NOTE: Details of CAA Approved Organisations are contained in the CAA 
publication ‘CAA Approved Organisations’. 
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(d) A Design Organisation is an organisation recognised by the 
CAA as competent to design complete aircraft, engines, 
propellers, equipment, or modifications to such parts. 
These include organisations approved by the CAA in 
Groups A1 or El (as defined in Sub-section A8 of BCAR) 
and any other organisation whose products are the subject 
of type certification or approval by the CAA. 


(e) The Responsible Authority is the body ina foreign country 
which exercises control in a similar manner to the CAA in 
respect of regulatory procedures and airworthiness control 
of the item under consideration. 


3 User Responsibilities 


3.1 The user of aeronautical parts is responsible for ensuring 
that the parts are serviceable and conform to the standard 
determined by the appropriate Design Organisation as being 
suitable for the intended application. In order to discharge 
this responsibility to the satisfaction of the CAA the user 
must, when obtaining aeronautical parts from suppliers: 


(a) ensure that his purchase order contains accurate 
definitions of the aeronautical parts and full details of 
the quality control and certification requirements to be 
met by the supplier in satisfying the order; 


(b) take all necessary steps to verify that the supplier is 
meeting the requirements of the purchase order. 


The following paragraphs give guidance on acceptable 
means by which these basic responsibilities may be met. 


4 Determination of Quality Control and Certification 
Requirements 


4.1 When an aeronautical part, as defined in this Notice, is 
designed or specified for a particular application, three 
primary parameters will have been established to achieve the 
requisite level of airworthiness, i.e. the performance, 
reliability/maintainability and life of the part. The final 
specification of the part will define, so far as is necessary, the 
materials and construction of the item required to ensure 
continued satisfactory performance, this build standard 
being identified by a description and part number provided 
either by the Design Organisation directly responsible for 
the part or by the Design Organisation responsible for the 
application of the aeronautical part. Variations to build 
standards are only permissable if concession or modification 
action has been agreed with the appropriate Design 
Organisation. 








4.2 Compliance with the requirement for the user to be 
satisfied that the parts conform to the required build 
standard may, for very simple parts, be achieved by on- 
receipt inspection alone. However, for more complex parts 
which are not inherently inspectable upon receipt, it is 
necessary to obtain convincing evidence as to the nature and 
adequacy of the manufacturing source of the parts. The 
supplier will usually offer some form of certification and the 
value of that certification must be carefully judged, taking 
into full account the type and intended application of the 
aeronautical part (paragraph 5 of this Notice gives guidance 
as to the relative value of various certifications). If the 
certification offered by the supplier would not give sufficient 
assurance of compliance then the user must either use an 
alternative acceptable supplier, or take additional steps to 
verify the adequacy of the source. 


4.3 The range of additional steps available will vary according 
to the type and intended application of the parts, whether 
the parts are supplied from the manufacturer or through 
distributors, and the scope of the user’s capability. Major 
manufacturers and overhaulers who hold appropriate CAA 
approval may resort to full sub-contract control systems (see 
paragraph 8). Therefore, they will have a wider selection of 
potential sources than smaller companies or individual 
Licensed Engineers who will have to concentrate more upon 
sources which can provide adequate certification. 


4.4 Compliance with the requirement for the user to be 
satisfied, to an extent appropriate to the application, that 
aeronautical parts are serviceable at the time of use will 
always require some degree of inspection or test. 


4.5 The final control system chosen, which may be a mixture of 
certification, on-receipt inspection or test, and/or direct 
surveillance at the source of supply, must be determined 
before orders are placed and appropriate requirements must 
be stated in the purchase order. 


4.6 Manufacturers of aircraft, engines, propellers or 
equipment should ensure that the system of quality control 
chosen for the procurement of aeronautical parts, or an 
equally effective alternative, is available for spares 
purchased by subsequent operators and overhaulers. 


Sources and Certification 
5.1 Manufacturing Sources 


5.1.1 There are certain certifications which the CAA will 
accept as evidence of origin and adequacy of manufactur- 
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ing source, these are as follows:— 


(a) CAA Approved Certificates from organisations © 
approved by the CAA in Groups A1, A2, B2, Cl or 


C2 as defined in Sub-section A8 of BCAR. These 
organisations may be in the UK or overseas. 


(b) From the USA, Export Airworthiness Approval 
certification in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Regulations, Part 21, Sub-Part L. 


(c) From France, Bureau Veritas certification in accor- 
dance with the procedures described in CAA Air- 
worthiness Notice No. 34. 


NOTE: Certifications in respect of overhaul, repair or similar activities, 
such as those issued by organisations approved by the CAA in Group 
Bl, by FAA as Repair Stations, or in France by DGAC as Licensed 
Workshops do not suffice as evidence of manufacturing origin. 


5.1.2 As a general rule, the CAA will accept certification 
from foreign manufacturing sources if supported by any 
necessary technical documentation and adequate docu- 
mentary evidence that:— 


(a) the manufacturing company is not covered by the 
procedures of paragraph 5.1 above; 


(b) the manufacturing company accepts responsibility 
for the parts; 


(c) the manufacturing company is under the control of 
the Responsible Authority who will, if requested, 
vouch for the company; 


(d) manufacture of the parts was in accordance with the 
requirements of the contract or order and the 
general quality assurance requirements of the 
Responsible Authority. 


5.1.3 Asa general principle, it may be assumed that aero- 
nautical parts purchased as spares directly from the 
original manufacturer of an aircraft, engine, propeller or 
equipment will be acceptable provided that the appro- 
priate certification is made, although that manufacturer 
may have sub-contracted the production of the parts and 
in some cases, may have arranged for direct shipment by 
the sub-contractor. It does not follow that orders for such 
parts may safely be placed directly on the sub-contractor. 
In such a situation, the sub-contractor may no longer be 
subject to the same controls as previously. The fact that a 
company producing aeronautical parts is a known and 
current sub-contractor for those parts aids confidence, 
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but the company must still be regarded as a manufactur- 
ing source in its own right and due consideration given to 
source adequacy and certification as outlined in the fore- 
going paragraphs. 


5.2 Purchase from Distributors 


5.2.1. Extra care is required on the part of the user when 
purchasing aeronautical parts from distributors. A 
limited number of distributors are approved by the CAA 
in relation to the specific products of metallic materials 
(Group C1) and aircraft structural fasteners (Group C2). 
All other distributors, and even those approved by the 
CAA when trading in products other than metallic 
materials or structural fasteners, must be regarded as 
purely commercial agencies. 


5.2.2 No certification given by such agencies can relieve 
the user of his responsibility for ensuring that purchased 
aeronautical parts are to the required build standard and 
are of acceptable manufacturing origin. In particular, 
certifications purporting to certify compliance with this 
Notice are valueless when issued by distributors since the 
requirements of this Notice are placed upon the user, not 
the distributor. Furthermore, the CAA does not author- 
ise any organisation to issue such certification. 


5.2.3. The user must still apply the considerations detailed 
in paragraph 4 of this Notice and ensure that his purchase 
order contains appropriate details and requirements as in 
paragraph 6. It is particularly important that the pur- 
chase order should, as a minimum, require the distribu- 
tor to declare the country of manufacturing origin of the 
aeronautical parts and the type of certification provided 
by the manufacturer. The user will then be able to judge 
the value of that certification as evidence of acceptable 
manufacturing origin. 


5.2.4 The extent to which the user can rely upon state- 
ments or declarations made by a distributor will vary 
according to the user’s experience with that particular 
distributor. The verification procedures identified in 
paragraph 7 must be applied to a degree consistent with 
gaining adequate confidence in that particular supplier. 
Continuous satisfactory supplies over a period of time 
will help to reduce the need for verification checks on 
documentation but the checks should never be 
completely abandoned. 
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5.3 Surplus or Used Parts Aeronautical parts from surplus 
airline inventory, military surplus, salvage recovery, or part- 
used are frequently offered for sale. Prospective purchasers 
of such parts should note that the CAA will require evidence 
that the parts are of an acceptable manufacturing origin, 
have not been misused, abused, or unacceptably modified 
and are in all respects fit for civil use. The preferred method 
of achieving this is to arrange for the parts to be re-furbished 
and re-certificated by the original manufacturer, (Air- 
worthiness Notices 16, 49, 68 and 97 give further advice). 
Proposals for large-scale purchase of such parts or any cases 
of particular difficulty should be discussed with the CAA, 
initially by contacting the nearest Area Office. 


Purchase Order Requirements 


6.1 Purchase orders placed on suppliers of aeronautical parts 
should specify the following:— 


(a) The full description and identity of the parts to be 
supplied; including part numbers and/or specifications, 
modifications states, any special finishes or features, 
and any coding or identification relating to certification 
or type approval status (such as a CAA ‘E’ number). 


(b) The exact type of manufacturing certification and any 
supporting technical documentation to be: 


(i) provided, if the supplier is the manufacturer of 
the parts, or 


(ii) acquired by the supplier, if the supplier is not the 
manufacturer of the parts. 


(c) That a certification be made by the supplier, when 

despatching the aeronautical parts that: 

(i) the parts supplied comply in all respects with the 
description, and 

(ii) if the supplier is not the manufacturer, the 
required manufacturing certification and tech- 
nical documentation have been acquired and are 
available, and that the parts are in the same con- 
dition as when received. 


In order to ensure corporate responsibility for the parts the 
certification should be made by, or with the express 
authority of, a senior executive of the supplying company. 


(d) If the supplier is not the manufacturer of the parts, a 
requirement that the supplier must, as a minimum, 
declare the country of origin of the parts and the type of 
certification provided by the manufacturer, in order 
that the user may properly assess the relative value of 
the manufacturing certification quoted. 
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6.2 A suitable certification to be made by a distributor is as 
follows:— 


“The aeronautical parts identified on this document are 
supplied for acceptance by the user in accordance with the 
provisions of CAA Airworthiness Notice No. 11. Certified 
that these parts have originated from qualified manufactur- 
ing sources, the country of manufacture and type of original 
certification being as stated above. Certified also that these 
parts are in the same condition as when received and, unless 
otherwise stated above, conform to the specification 
required by your order.”’ 


Verification Procedures 


7.1 The user must institute adequate receipt procedures to 
confirm that aeronautical parts and their accompanying 
documentation comply with the terms of the Purchase 
Order. The degree of physical inspection of the parts to be 
undertaken by the user will depend upon the considerations 
outlined in the previous paragraphs. The user should also 
establish a system of confidence checks on his suppliers. This 
should include periodic requests for copies of original certifi- 
cation and associated technical documentation so that 
comparison can be made with the declarations made by the 
supplier. 


7.2 Documentation checks should include verification that 
part numbers, type numbers, and modification standards are 
correct, that the parts were obtained from the sources 
quoted with correct certification, and that the original cer- 
tification relates to the total manufacture of the parts, not 
merely for partial manufacture, such as plating only. Insome 
cases, particularly where new suppliers are used, or 
problems are known to have occurred, it will usually be 
necessary for the user to arrange audit visits to the suppliers 
premises, to assess at first hand the adequacy of the storage 
and control systems in use. 


Use of Sub-Contractors 


8.1 Organisations placing sub-contract orders for the manu- 
facture of aeronautical parts are required to be approved to 
cover this activity. Such approval is only available to Group 
A1 (Primary Companies) Group A2 (Suppliers) and Group 
B1 (Overhaulers) approval categories. Organisations 
seeking approval to place sub-contracts will be expected to 
meet the requirements of BCAR Chapter A8, and the 
approval will only be granted if the organisation shows that it 
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possesses the full technical capability to verify conformance 
with acceptable Quality Standards. In addition the organisa- 
tion will need to institute and maintain a system of Quality 
Control Surveillance to the satisfaction of the CAA, for the 
control of all sub-contracted activities. Grant of the approval 
is indicated by inclusion of the clause ‘Control of Sub-Con- 
tractors’ in an Addendum to the Schedule of Approval 
issued to the applicant organisation. 


8.2 For international sub-contracting with companies not 
approved by the CAA all of the considerations and require- 
ments included in this Notice will apply, in particular those 
of paragraph 8.1 above. Also, the CAA will normally expect 
the sub-contract arrangements to involve the Responsible © 
Authority wherever this is appropriate and _ possible, 
especially in those countries with which the CAA has reci- 
procal acceptance agreements. In view of the considerable 
difficulties which can arise, organisations wishing to place 
overseas sub-contract orders should contact the CAA Air- 
worthiness Division at Brabazon House, Redhill for 


guidance. 
9 Cancellation This Notice cancels Airworthiness Notice 
No. 11, Issue 7, dated 30 April, 1976, which should be 
destroyed. 


for the Civil Aviation Authority. 
Airworthiness Division, 
Brabazon House, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1SQ. 


